
BENCHMARK BANK 2017 HOLIDAY NEWSLETTER

Buying Decisions
Here are some things to keep in mind when spending and buying gifts 

for the holidays! 

Here at Benchmark Bank, we believe it is important for you to know the 
proper ways to save and manage money starting at an early age. Teaching you 

solid financial habits early on can give you the opportunity to be successful 
later in your adult life. So read on and get a head start! 

Know the difference between needs and wants. 
Needs - A need is something you have to have, something you can’t live 
without. 
Want - A want is something you would like to have. It is not absolutely 
necessary. 

Compare and prioritize. 
A good idea is to make a list of your needs and your wants. It is important to 
spend your money on your needs first because since they are most essential 
to your wellbeing. After you have bought everything you need you can start 
thinking about your wants.  

Impulse buying. 
When purchasing items it is important to make sure that you are not impulse 
buying. Impulse buying is when you buy something spur of the moment. It is 
an unplanned decision to buy, made just before a purchase. Impulse buying 
can be bad because normally you end up buying items you want instead of 
need and then you don’t have enough money left to buy everything you 
need.  



DIY: Holiday Crafts
SNOWY MASON JARS

1. Gather your needed items: 
mason jar, glue, epsom salt and 

a paint brush.

3. Cover the entire jar with 
epsom salt. This will make the jar 
appear like its covered in snow. 

Last, tie decorative twine.

Americana Decou-Page (Glue-Sealer- 
Finish) 2oz - Americana Decou-Page 
Matte 
Epsom Salt 
Mason Jars 
Paint Brush 
Optional: twine, Christmas picks 

ITEMS NEEDED:

2. Begin by covering the jar with 
decoupage glue.



Holiday Gift Ideas

1/2 cup Peanut butter 
3 tbsp Cocoa powder, 
unsweetened 
1 cup Milk chocolate chips 
1 cup Powdered sugar 
1 2 cups salted mini pretzels, 
salted mini 
6 cups Rice or corn chex cereal 
1 bag M&m's, Red and Green 
1 cups Marshmallows, miniature 

INGREDIENTS NEEDED:

SANTA'S REINDEER CHOW

1) Cut colored construction 
paper into feather like shapes 
2) Glue your feathers onto the back
of your paper bag so you can see 
them from the front 
3) Cut two orange triangles for the
beak of your turkey 
4) Draw in the eyes 
5) Write something on each feather 
for someone or something that you 
are thankful for! 

INSTRUCTIONS: THANKFUL TURKEY



Saving, Spending & Giving
Budgeting and planning leads to more thoughtful and responsible choices for how 
we use our money. It’s important to recognize why having a budget and keeping 

records of your spending and saving habits helps you make better financial 
choices. Money can be used in three ways: to spend, to save, and to give. Money 
can be spent for things that we need and for things that we want but don’t really 

need. 

A budget is a plan we make to use money wisely. The plan includes money that 
we receive and choices about how we use that money: to save, spend, or give to 
help others. A budget helps us to make sure that we have enough money to pay 

for the things we need. 

In order to start budgeting and planning at a young age, try creating three piggy 
banks — labeled “saving,’’ “spending’’ and “giving.’’ These piggy banks will help 

you make decisions on how to use money wisely. 

When you receive money for a birthday gift or earn money for doing chores, the 
money can be divided equally among the three piggy banks. The spending piggy 
bank can go for smaller items. The giving piggy bank is for giving to charity. The 

saving piggy bank should be accumulated to purchase more expensive items.  

SAVE SPEND GIVE


